Release of Responsibility/Indemnization

We have been informed by the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (STRI) of the regulations of the governmental agencies of the Rep. of Panama (Ministerio de Ambiente-MiAmbiente, Ministerio de Desarrollo Agropecuario-MIDA, Autoridad del Canal de Panamá-ACP, Ministerio de Comercio e Industrias-MICI, Instituto Nacional de Cultura-INAC, Autoridad de Recursos Acuaticos de Panama – ARAP, Autoridad Marítima de Panamá-AMP) who are the agencies that regulate, control and have the authority to enforce all means necessary to ensure that the utilization of Panama’s natural resources (terrestrial, marine or air and all its organisms) are used in a rational and sustainable manner to avoid degradation and ensure preservation, renovation and sustainability. Their goal includes protecting, sustaining and restoring the health of critical natural habitats and ecosystems.

I understand that if my research involves access to genetic resources or research done in any of the areas under special regional law (Entidad bajo Regimen Especial) as stated in the Constitution and laws of the Republic of Panama, such as Indigenous areas, Autoridad del Canal de Panamá: Camino del Oleoducto, Camino Viejo de Gamboa and any area under the jurisdiction of the ACP, Reserva Forestal Fortuna, and Parque Natural Metropolitano, private areas/land, I must have a CLIP or a consent form which is a letter of approval from the landowners or those who administer the land, that indicates the approval of my research on their property or areas under their jurisdiction. 

In accordance with this regulation, STRI as the scientific institution operating in Panama, and under whose auspices the researcher or research institution will conduct research in the country; will be held responsible and accountable for any misuse that violates the rules stated above.    

I, NAME OF RESEARCHER, hereby release and agree to indemnify, defend and maintain STRI and the Smithsonian Institute in Washington D.C., its officials, Directors, Board of Directors, employees and agents, from any responsibility related to law suits, claims, legal prosecutions, legal processes and decisions, including legal fees and honorariums generated from law suits, claims, legal prosecutions, legal processes and decisions which I may be subject to by any Panamanian governmental agency, for the research project (name) TITLE OF RESEARCH PROJECT to the extent that my actions were due to negligence or intentional misuse. I understand that STRI also reserves the right to take legal action against me and/or the research institution that I represent if I do not comply with the law.

__________________________________ (Signature)

______________________________ (Position)

______________________________ (Name of Organization)

______________________________ (Date)
Rev. Oct. 2018


